The Central Region including the so-called "Fossa Magna"-a Tertiary orogenic belt in Central Japan has been a field of intensive volcanisms since Miocene. Many volcanoes inside and outside the belt have supplied a vast amount of tephras through Quaternary times. In this territory, pyroclastc flows and volcanic mudflows as well as tephras of aeolian origin are usable as index horizons for the correlation of geomorphic surfaces and geological sediments and so on.
(1) In the valleys of Ina, Kiso, Matsumoto and Suwa is well developed a type of tephraic section of which materials have been supplied from Ontake and Norikura Volcanoes. The section is composed of three or four tephra units as mentioned in the following: Our tephrochronologic studies on the glacial age of Mt. Shirouma and the time of terrace formation along the Matsukawa running down the mountain slope are now in progress.
(4) Tephraic horizons consisting of tuff and/or pumice grians are recognized in the marine beds on the Pacific coast of Central Japan. Their geologic ages seem to be different with one another but all of them contain much or a moderate amount of hornblede perhaps due to the activity of some acidic volcanisms.
For the purpose of correlation, more elaborate inspection of the mineralogical nature of constituent materials of the tephras will be needed.
